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Meeting Minutes 

 
In attendance: Carol Brey-Casiano, Chair, ALA Advocacy Committee, Judith Gibbons, 
Chair, Public Awareness Committee; Ma’Lis Wendt, YALSA: Kent Oliver, IFC; Gina 
Millsap, LLAMA; Stephanie Bange, ALSC; Deb Logan, AASL; Norma Blake, ASCLA; 
Beth Nawalinski, FOLUSA; Rhonda Puntney, PLA; Pat Tumulty, CRC. Staff Liaisons: 
Cathleen Bourdon, AED, Communications and Member Relations, Marci Merola, 
Director, Office for Library Advocacy 
 
 
Welcome  
 
Judith Gibbons, Chair, ALA Public Awareness Committee welcomed the group and 
discussed how the Advocacy Coordinating Group would be moving from its home within 
the Public Awareness Committee to the new Advocacy Committee. As such, Carol Brey-
Casiano, Chair of the new ALA Advocacy Committee, would now be chair of the 
Advocacy Coordinating Group. 
 
 
Advocacy Committee Update and Role of Advocacy Coordinating Group  
 
Marci Merola, Director, Office for Library Advocacy, discussed the new structure of the 
Advocacy Committee and subcommittees. In short, the ALA Advocacy Committee 
(Standing, Council) will have two subcommittees, the Advocacy Coordinating Group and 
the newly formed Advocacy Training Subcommittee, which is a merging of the Library 
Advocacy Now! Subcommittee and Advocacy Institute Task Force (which was active 
under the Public Awareness Committee).  In addition, for the 08-09 year, OLA would 
work with Jim Rettig’s Ad Hoc Advocacy Task Force, charged with implementing ALA 
President Jim Rettig’s presidential advocacy initiative.  
 
Marci Merola said that the primary charge of the Advocacy Coordinating Group is to 
foster communication and cooperation among all interested committees, units, and 
divisions in order to develop programs and activities in support of library advocacy and 
the Association's advocacy plan. However, this new iteration under the Advocacy 



Committee would create some opportunity – if the group felt it was needed – to re-shape 
this committee into something stronger.  
 
 
Advocacy Activity Conducted and Key Issues Faced in the Past Six Months  
 
Marci Merola reported on the Advocacy Institute, which took place Friday, June 27. 64 
people attended. The program was entitled “School Libraries in Crisis: why everyone 
should care.”  Guest speakers included the Spokane Moms, the grassroots group which 
was able to bring $4 million to school libraries in Washington.  Fran Roscello moderated 
a lunchtime panel discussion with the moms. Other speakers included Carol Brey-
Casiano, Sally Reed, Susan Schmidt, Shirley Bruursema, Sandy Schuckett, Sara Kelly 
Johns, Ann Ewbank, Monique leConge (CLA); Connie Williams and Sandra Yoon 
(CSLA); Melanie Anderson (ALA WO); Keith Michael Fiels and Jim Rettig.  
 
On Saturday, the Office for Library Advocacy held a planning session for Jim Rettig’s 
advocacy Initiative “Library Advocacy for All,” or what affects one type of library will 
ultimately have impact on all types of libraries. About 60 attended. The goal was to have 
some concrete goals for what we’d like to accomplish during Jim’s presidential year.  
 
OLA is working with the Office for Research and Statistics to create The Advocacy 
Statistics for Youth initiative, a web-based resource that would make the case for libraries 
in all phases of youth development. The project would cull relevant statistics from 
existing reports. It would be categorized under age groupings, including preschool, K-8, 
and teens. This will be positioned on the Advocacy University resource, but can be 
multipurposed as needed. It will serve as a template for similar projects through ORS and 
for Advocacy University. Other partners include WO, AASL, YALSA and ALSC. 
 
Annual Conference 2008 marked the one-year anniversary of Ilovelibraries.org, ALA's 
website for the public. Ilovelibraries is a place where those outside of the library 
community can visit to learn more about the health and vitality of today's libraries. It 
launched at the 2007 ALA Annual Conference, an initiative of ALA past-president Leslie 
Burger. It receives an average of 300 distinct sessions daily.  Carnegie Corporation of 
New York has awarded the American Library Association $270,000 to support ALA’s 
outreach directly to the public to engage more people in the world of information 
available at their libraries. A substantial amount of this will go to Ilovelibraries. The 
award was also made to raise awareness of the value of library services to public 
audiences that may know the range and variety of library resources, and to tap new 
technologies in gathering, producing, and disseminating this information.  



 
Work has begun on Advocacy University, an online resource to help advocates at the 
local level.  The ultimate goal of this project is two-fold: to have a variety of resources 
and tools available on each topic and to provide increased trainings at the local level 
throughout the country. Content for “Advocacy U” will most likely be divided by topic 
and will contain resources, training and tutorial information and a peer-to-peer network 
of members who can either speak to groups or consult with folks.  
 
Ma’Lis Wendt reported on YALSA’s new @your library campaign, which consists of 
two tiers: first, outreach to members and second, outreach to communities, ultimately to 
do legislative advocacy. 
 
Kent Oliver reported on the Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Banned Books Week 
planning, as well as the Information Privacy session held on June 29, conference, 
featuring Cory Doctorow, boingboing blogger and science fiction author, Dan Roth, 
senior writer for Wired magazine and Beth Givens, director of the Privacy Rights 
Clearinghouse. 
 
Stephanie Bange, ALSC, reported on Kids! @your library, which currently focused on 
Kindergarten through 4th grade. Phase 2 would focus on Grades 5-8.  
 
Deb Logan, AASL, talked about a joint training (Advocacy Institute) with OLA and 
hoped OLA would participate in the new toolkit focused on outreach to parents.  
 
Norma Blake spoke about ASCLA-SLAS statewide grassroots advocacy efforts and used 
the NJ Knowledge Initiative as a successful example.   
 
Beth Nawalinski, FOLUSA, talked about the possible merger of FOLUSA and ALTA. 
She mentioned the 3rd Annual Friends of Libraries Week, October 19-25, 2008. Paula 
Poundstone as a national sponsor agreed to do PSAs and youtube videos.  
 
 
Group Feedback: Next Steps for Advocacy Coordinating Group  
 
The group mentioned these items as ways to improve the Advocacy Coordinating Group: 

• Appoint a Chapter liaison to the Advocacy Coordinating Group; 
• Facilitate easier access and more awareness of the ALA Strategic Plan for 

Advocacy, and use this as a basis to disseminate information; 
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• Clarify the roles of  both OLA and Washington Office advocacy committees that 
there is a larger understanding of how they work together; 

• There should be more of an ALA presence at state and divisional conferences so 
that the membership becomes aware of these endeavors.  

 
 


